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Published and edited with ecclesiastical approba- 
tion bi-monthly by the Missionary Sisters of Our 
Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, N. J. 


Subscription One Dollar a Year 


Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post office 
at Metuchen, N. J., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


Several Good Ways to Help the 
Missionary Sisters 


The perpetual adoption of a Missionary Sister ................ $2,500.00 
The annual adoption of a Missionary Sister ........................ 125.00 
To support a dispensary fOr @ Year .............2.....00..e0eeeeeveees 40.00 
The annual adoption of a child in one of the Sisters’ 
NE ES A AN ORC ETON ETE RNS 40.00 
To ransom a woman or young girl for a Catholic marriage. 20.00 
Provide bread for a child, monthly ......000.000.0.000.......... 1.00 
To build a hut for .a patient in Central Africa ............ 10.00 
To support a leper in a hut for a month ........................ 2.00 
To clothe a girl so that she may go to school for a year 5.00 
To keep a votive lamp burning for a month 1.00 


To become a member of Our Lady of Africa Mission Guild 


Spiritual Favors and Advantages 


All those whe help the missions in one way or another will 
share in the Masses, prayers, and good works offered up daily 
by the Missionaries and the natives for their Benefactors. 


Three Masses are celebrated every month for the intentions 
of the Benefactors. 


Headquarters of the Missionary Sisters 
of Our Lady of Africa throughout 
the World. 


ALGERIA—Mother House, Saint Charles, by Birmandreis. 
ENGLAND-— 22 Ladbroke Square, London. 
CANADA.--32 Fraser St., Levis, Quebec. 

229 Chapel St., Ottawa. 
HOLLAND—Boxtel. 
BELGIUM—19 Station Street, Herent. 
FRANCE—101 rue Olivier-de-Serres, Paris. 

8 Federation Blvd., Marseille. 
GERMANY—Keilig Kreuz, Bernardstresse 11, Trier. 
UNITED STATES—319 Middlesex Ave., Metuchen, N. J. 


Magazines published in different languages may be obtained 
from Canada (French), Holland (Dutch), Belgium (Flemish). 


Special Favors Granted to the 
Members of the Guilds 


1. A plenary indulgence following the Ordinary Conditions: 
(a) The day they join the Guild. 


(b) On the following feasts: Immaculate Conception, 
St. Augustine, St. Monica, St. Peter and St. Francis 
Xavier. 


2. Masses said for them after their death at no matter what Altar 
will procure for their souls the same favors as if they had been 
celebrated at a privileged altar. 


Persons who would like to avail themselves of these privileges, 
by becoming members of one of these Guilds may apply to either 
of the following Promoters, who will be pleased to furnish the 
necessary information: 


Miss Helen Boland, 35 Madison Avenue, Jersey City. 
Mrs. Roman Smith, Jr., South River, New Jersey. 


+ 


Recommendation of His Excellency the Bishop 
Of Trenton, N. J. 


Dear Reverend Mother: 


I am indeed pleased to recommend most heartily the Apostolic work 
of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. You are laboring in 
your own quiet way, and in accordance with the wishes of our Holy 
Father, Pius XI, gloriously reigning, solely that Our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, may be better known and better loved by those for whom 
he gave His life on the Cross that all men might have life, and have 
it more abundantly. 


Any assistance given you will be rewarded by the Saviour Himeelf, 
who has promised: “Whosoever shall give a cup of cold water only in 
the name of a disciple, amen, I say to you, he shall not lose his re- 
ward.” I am sure such a labor of love needs no further commendation 
to the good priests and faithful people of the Diocese of Trenton. 

Wishing you every blessing in your noble work, I beg to remain, 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


+ MOSES E. KILEY, 


July 24, 1924, Bishop of Trenton. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Venerable Mother Mary St. John 


The Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady 
of Africa, has been plunged into grief by the death of their Superior 
General, the Venerable Mother St. John which took place at the 
Motherhouse, Algiers, on June 7th. 


Mother St. John had been Superior General since 1925 
when she succeeded Venerable Mother Marie Salome, first Superior 
General of this Congregation. 


In 1929 under her jurisdiction and with the approbation 
and help of the regretted and Most Reverend J. J. McMahon, late 
Bishop of Trenton, a convent was opened at Metuchen, New Jersey, 
with the aim of recruiting subjects for their African Missions, which 
are most prosperous. 


Mother St. John visited the United States in 1930. 


We ask our friends and benefactors to pray for the repose 


of her soul. 
R. |. P. 
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Quite frequently, we receive letters asking the neces- 
sary qualifications required for missionaries. 

An article “Qualifications of Candidates” which ap- 
peared in the ‘Medical Missionary’, April 1936, and of 
which we have stated a few paragraphs, will help these 
aspirants to decide their vocation. 


Shall I Be a 


therefore, that the missionary be endowed with 
every quality of head and heart, versed in sciences, 
accomplished in every department of culture; if his 
accomplishments are not supported by innocence of 
life, they will be powerless instruments for the con- 
veision of the people.” 


Without attempting to dilute the strength 


Motherhouse, Algiers, Africa. 


HE FIRST and most important qualificaticn for 

membership in a Cong egation of Missionary 

Sisters is a vocation for religious life. This 
requirement follows na‘urally from the fact that the 
primary purpose of the Congregation is the personal 
sanctification of its members through the practise 
of the Evangelical Counsels. The problem of de- 
ciding one’s vocation usually seems more difficult 
than in reality it turns out to be. However, it is so 
seldom an easy prcblem to solve that a word of 
advice may prove helpful to prospective candidates. 

Vocation to religious life is first of all a work of 
God's designs and graces in behalf of certain in- 
dividuals. God's work is manifested by signs which 
can be recognized with the help of prayer, of ad- 
vice from one’s confessor, and through correspond- 
ence, or preferably personal interview, with the Su- 
periors of the Congregation. These signs are usual- 
ly threefold: a desire or at least a determination to 
dedicate one's life to God's service, capacity to be 
trained or ability to do something useful in the 
apostolate of this conaregation, and especially ac- 
ceptance by the superiors. 

As a missionary, no qualification is so important 
as the sincere determination to strive after perfection. 
Pope Benedict XV stated this qualification in mem- 
orable words: “But to one who wishes to qualify 
himself tor apostolic work, there is one thing he must 
acauire before anything else, as being of the high- 
est importance, it is, as we have said, sanctity of 
life. For whoever preaches God must be a mon of 
God; who preaches hatred of sin must himself hate 
sin. It is chiefly among the Gentiles who are led by 
sense more than by reason that preaching bv deeds 
is more efficient than preaching by words. Granted, 


of the Holy Poniiif's inspiring words, it ought 
to be poinied out, however, that a candidate 
is not expecied to be a saint upon the day 
of her arrival here, no more so than were 
the Aposiles upon their admittance into our 
Lord's first Apostolic school. For our en- 
ccouragement, no doubt, the Gospels show 
the Aposiles with many a fault that called 
icr correction. What is required is a high 
ideal of the personal perfection missionaries 
ought to have, and a sincere desire to live 
a holy life. 

The second qualification is good health. 
The Sacred Congregation of Propaganda, 
which since 1622 has been conducting Cath- 
clic missions, from its vast storehouse of ex- 
perience, points out good health as one of the 
most important missionary qualifications. Acclimati- 
zation of American and European missionaries to the 
trepics, the increased dangers to life, the radical 
change ofdiet, and 
the arduous char- 
acter of work are 
sufficient reasons 
for insisting upon 
this qualification 
for all missionar- 
ies, who are sub- 
ject to be called 
any time of day or 
night, which is 
very fatiguing both 
physically and 
mentally. 

The third quali- 
fication is normal 
intelligence. Yet I 
do not wish to ex- 
aggerate this 
qualification since 
normal _ intelli- 
gence, especially 
when coupled 
with a_ capacity 
for work, su:fices 
not only for the 
medical and nurs- 
ing profession but also for the many offices of 
administration and service that devolve upon a 
community. For all members, an abundance of 
common sense will equate academic ability. 

The fourth qualification might be called optimism. 
An optimist sees everything in the present scheme 
of existence as for the best. He looks out upon the 
world through cheer‘ul spectacles and radiates his 
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a Missionary? 


ae 


Will you console me? 


cheer to all who come into contact with him. His 
sense of humour preserves his cheerfulness amidst 
the inevitable difficulties of life. These he laughs off 
the stage. This viewpoint is very useful in the mis- 
sions where at first everything seems upside down. 


This qualification is also the fertile soil in which 
grows sympaihy for others, which enables him to 
enter into the real problems of an individual and 
thus gain his confidence; and amiability, which 
sweeiens ihe trials of liie with the halo of a smile. 

Two other qualifications are highly desirable, de- 
term'nation and capacity for work. It is perfectly 
obvious that the difficult part of religious perfection 
and the preparation for the mission fields cannot be 
negotiated successfully without a good measure of 
determination and a capacity for sustained moral 
and for both intellectual and physical efforts. 


Before concluding, it might prove useful to point 
out some of the obstacles prospective candidates 
must face and overcome. Our experience reveals 
two principal cbstacles, lack of courage to make 
the sacrifices required and cb‘ections from home. 
The latter, however, far outweigh the former in num- 
ber and importance. And this is as might be expected 
since our apostolate is on foreign missions. Here 
only God's grace and a spirit of sacrifice, born of 
deep and living Faith, can move parents to sacri- 
fice on the altar of 
foreign missions 
their own flesh 
and blood. Thank 
God there are still 
such parents. 

I have never 
seen a more touch- 
ing illustration of 
such parenthood 
as a priest's father 
and mother, the 
latter was. con- 
fined to a bed of 
pain from which 
she knew _ she 
would never rise, 
who merited the 
following letter 
from their mission- 
ary son: 


“Dear Mother and Dad: 


“That beautiful letter 
you wrote to me came 
Saturday. I cannot tell 
you how happy, how 
very happy it made 
me. All your letters 
always make me happy; but this is one that I shall never forget, 
for it is the most beautiful letter you have ever written to me. To 
me it is the most valuable document in the world. I will never 
forget it because in it you said so many truly great things. I 
must admit that my chest expansion, before I got half way 
through it, was rather big. And don't worry about my being able 
to read it. I had no difficulty from beginn'ng to end. And were 
it written in letters of gold three inches thick and studded with 
dicmonds it would not be half so beaut ful. 

“When you write and tell me that foreign mission work is 
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Thanks, to those who feed me. Do you help? 


wonderful work; that you are proud of me, and happy that I am 
taking up such work; and when you tell me that you wish me 
Godspeed; Mother and Dad, you do not know how much that 
means to me. You do not know how much it encourages me, 
spurs me on, how much joy and consolation it brings to me. 
Coming from you it means everything. In going into this work 
you were uppermost in my mind. I did not care what the whole 
world thought. I was concerned only for you. And when you 
write and tell me about it in that beautiful way of yours, you 
alone can imagine how much it means to me. And if ever I had 
the least doubt in my mind (which is certainly impossible) that 
you were the most heroic parents in the world, this letter would 
soon drive it out. 

“As you said in your letter, my sacrifice will bring many bless- 
ings on the family. Never doubt it. As sure as there is a heaven, 
God will bless all of you. When I took up this work the thought 
of you was uppermost in my mind. Of course there was my own 
sanctification. But by making this complete sacrifice of myself I 
felt that I could do no more for my mother and father. I was con- 
vinced that this was the surest way of bringing down blessings 
upon myself and upon those at home. And you know that the 
grace of God is the most precious thing in the world. No sacrifice 
is too big to obtain it; no suffering too great. And did we really 
understand how precious the grace of God is, and how neces- 
sary it is for us, I believe we would be on our knees day and 
night begging for it. And so when I! went up to the altar this 
morning to pronounce my foreign m‘ssion vow, I laid myself be- 
fore God and told Him to look upon my poor sacrifice, and bless 
me and bless those at home, but very especially to pour out His 
choicest graces and blessings on my mother and father. And I 
am sure He will bless you, not only in the world to come but even 
in this world. 

“And what makes me happy beyond words is to know that 
you walked up to the altar with me, and you and I! made the 
sacrifice together. What could make me happier than to know 
that you were at my s.de and offering me to God? 

“Another reason why I came into foreign mission work is be- 
cause here one can make a complete sacrifice of himself. The 
idea of sacrifice is as bound up with the priesthood and religious 
life as heat is with fire, or hardness with iron. They cannot be 
separated. One cannot shirk it in the priesthood or the religious 
life and be happy. He must look it right in the face and em- 
brace it. In other walks of life it is different. One can be in 
human bus'ness without giving up everything, and still be happy. 
But with a priest or a religious, it is different. He must forget 
himself entirely. His mind must be saturated with spiritual things, 
water-logged as it were. Otherwise he might as well turn his 
collar around or take off his habit. 

“And also let me add this; that the happiest person in the world 
is the foreign missionary. The reason is because he has held 
nothing back. 

“Is it not true that such work as I am in now is the most beau- 
tiful tribute a son could pay to his father and mother? The truth of 
the matter is that I could never make such a step had you not 
given me swch high ideals. So when it really comes down to it I do 
not take such credit for it. And there is no use beating around 
the bush. It is true that I am making a sacrifice, but yours has 
no parallel. And it is your sacrifice that will draw grace upon 
my future work as a m’ssionary.” 
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The Gekouyou 


( Continued ) 


SORCERY AND SORCERERS 


IN can be transmitted. A baby cannot be held responsible 

for a sin he committed so the mother takes it on her con- 

science. If the child falls ill, the mother must go to the 
“mogo" to be purged of the guilt in the manner described. He 
will find something to say to mystify her and increase her faith 
in his powers. 

As the ‘mogo” is omniscient he is often called upon. There 
are so many things in life which a knowledge of the future can 
prepare us for so that we may ensure the success of our ventures. 
Some days the crowds wait for hours to consult the powers of 
darkness, for each verdict demands time and thought. 

Squatted here and there, men and women wait with pensive 
mien and never take their eyes off the oracle. In his hand the 
soothsayer holds a small “kania’’ full of pebbles which have 
been gathered, some from the rivers, some from the hills or from 
the forests or the valleys. He shakes them noisily, like dice, 
mumbles with an air of superior wisdom and with faraway look 
in his eyes; searches the heavens for inspiration — in a word, 
all the tricks of the confirmed charlatan. The spectators await 
silently and breathlessly as though the fate of the world hung 
upon the revelation! 

Suddenly the sorcerer casts the pebbles on the ground, he 
gazes on them solemnly, throws some of them into the witch- 
brew and stirs it, watching it closely. His glance seeks a cer- 
tain pont on the horizon —- he is ready to speak! Take heed! 

Such a one . .. it was he who bewitched your cow or your 
crops ... your cow which has disappeared . .. your crops which 
failed ... 

Some more mummery and he will tell you where to find your 
cow .and where to seek the unfortunate who is accused of cast- 
ing a spell on your harvest The accused need not proclaim 
his innocence, no one will believe him, for every Gekouyou is 
a liar. 

The “mogo” will also estimate the damages to be paid to the 
plaintiff by the defendant. One might expect the latter to protest. 
He does nothing of the kind. If he is poor, as in nine cases out 
of ten he will be, because the sorcerer is too wise to pick his 
victims among the wealthier villagers; if he is poor, as I| said, 
he will beg to be partly remitted of his fine, and if he is 
granted any reduction he evinces all the signs of gratitude of 
a pardoned criminal even though he be innocent himself of any 
crime. 

Can a wizard make a mistake? Woe to him who casts a 
doubt on the wisdom or veracity of the oracle. 

If a man has been made to suffer in his person or in his rights, 
he may, if he does not wish to consult the sorcerer, have re- 
course to a means called in the native language “kolinga zingue,” 
the consequence of which move may be very serious because a 
conviction in tantamount to the death penalty. 

For example: A man finds that his cow has been injured. He 
comes to the conclusion that the injury has been willfully inflicted 
by an enemy and he proclaims far and wide that on such a day 
he will make “kolinga zinque” to discover the criminal. 

The word alone carries an awful threat and everyone is in a 
state of terror. This is the only occasion on which a Gekouyou 
must admit his crime because if he does not confess, he will die. 
When the criminal is known the Council will pronounce the 
sentence. 

If, in defiance of the “kolinga zingue,” the malefactor will not 
confess, or if the injury having been the result of an accident, 
there is no guilty party, the owner of the cow takes a he-goat 
and beats it to death with a club, repeating as he does this: 
“May the man who injured my cow die like this goat.” 

Some curiosity may be felt as to the result of this malediction 
on the person of the guilty party. There can be no direct 
evidence in a case of this kind but it is a fact that, by a peculiar 
coincidence which can best be explaimed by the intervention of 
the Power of Evil in order to confirm these primitive souls in 
their superstitious beliefs, sudden deaths are known to have oc- 
curred after these ceremonies. Then everyone is convinced: “He 
was the guilty one, he would not confess, the “kolinga zingue”’ 
has killed him!” 

If a man is accused, he can prove his innocence by striking 
the goat and saying these words: “If I am guilty, may I die 
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like this animal." And he will be believed because these 
heathens are so well convinced of the powers of the “kolinga 
zingue” that no guilty man would be rash enough to risk certain 
death by this test. 

Thus an innocent man can free himself of all suspicion of hav- 
ing committed a crime. 

The sorcerer has efficient means at his command to force the 
truth from the evil-doer. It is a ceremony. At dawn the plaintiff 
and his friends meet near a large tree. While awaiting the ar- 
rival of the “mogo,” they chat and drink “njoye."’ The “mogo” 
comes, he must be fasting. He climbs the tree and cries in a 
loud voice: “Let him who stole from so and so make restitution 
or evil will come to him.” Then he calls down maledictions on 


JUST A 
SLIP !! 


Did you find a YELLOW SLIP in last month’s 
MAGAZINE? 
Did it SLIP your mind to FILL IT OUT and 
SEND IT BACK? 

Please help us to SLIP a soul into heaven. 
Thanks to all those who have returned their 
SLIP! 

Help the Missions by renewing your subscription 
to the Magazine! 
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the head of the thief. He will do this day after day until the 
guilty one moved by fear of the consequences confesses, which 
happens nine times out of ten. 

If no one claims the guilt, the sorcerer, tired out by his efforts, 
pronounces the death sentence on a person unknown. 

If the criminal has had accomplices he denounces them. The 
price of the indemnity must be multiplied by the number of ac- 
complices there were. So, if the fine be set at five sheep and 
the robbers were five, the plaintiff will receive twenty-five sheep 
and the sorcerer one from each thief for his trouble. 

The practices of sorcery are so numerous and so varied that 
it would be impossible to detail them here. 

As we have said, the sorcerers are also clever jugglers. 
following is one of their conjuring tricks: 

A man has a toothache or a stomachache. He calls on the 
sorcerer: “My friend, you have been bewitched, I shall raise 
the spell.” 

After certain words and gestures he presses his mouth to the 
affected part and draws in the skin, inhaling quickly and force- 
fully. “Now,” says he, “see what was hurt.ng you.” And he 
ejects from his mouth one or many blue beads about the size 
of a lentil. The patient is immediately relieved. 

If there be as many as five beads, this is a sign that the patient 
was at death’s door, and the sorcerer inhales again and ex- 
peciorates something which he says is the pus which was al- 
ready forming around the beads. 

This operation is a specialty. It is always the same witch- 
doctor who performs it. He comes to the scene of the action 
fasting and he must be well paid or the patient may find he is 
again suffering from these beads. 

We have seen how sorcery man’'fests itself in cases of illness 
and in the detection of crime. But the soothsayer and witch 
doctor as such are not the most to be dreaded among the sor- 
cerers. There are those among them who practice their really 
demoniacal trade in defiance of the efforts of the Europeans to 
stop them. 


There are centers where the great sorcerers, the renowned 
among them, congregate. Metoumir is one and Oukamba at 
scme distance from the Mission another. In these places death- 
potions are mixed and harmful drugs are concocted. We have 
been told by some of our Christians, intelligent and reliable wit- 
nesses, that to find ingredients for this witch-medicine the sor- 
cerers secretly and at night dissect the bodies of persons who 
have died under a spell. The skin dried in the sun, pulverized 
and mixed with certain vegetable matter is a potent poison. The 
victm need not absorb the drug into his stomach, it is sufficient 
that he should touch it or even that it should be near his person 
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for it to take effect. 
which the victim must take, or near his hut. 
A remarkable and proven fact is that none but the proposed 


Thus powder may be scattered on a path 


victim will suffer. Sometimes it is a false friend who, on the 
instructions of the sorcerer, hides a small parcel of the witch-drug 
in some corner of the roof. The victim will immediately feel the 
pangs of some mysterious and intraceable ailment, he becomes 
steadily worse and dies within forty-eight hours. 

If a native has made an enemy of a neighbor, he does not 
wait to find out what his revenge will be. He takes a head of 
cattle and brings it to his enemy saying: “I have harmed you. 
Take th’'s as a compensation. But, above all, do not have me 
bewitched.” 

Last year after several mysterious cases of sudden death, the 
British police were called in to investigate. A search was made 
of the huts of severa! known sorcerers and evidence of mal- 
practice was found in the shape of human fingers, human hair, 
nails, broken bones and poisonous plants, etc. 

Five or six of these criminals were imprisoned. Let us hope 
that they will be cured of any wish to resume their infernal 
trade. 

It was only two years ago that the Government made it obliga- 
tory, under pain of a fine, to bury the dead. 

Even now, if the Gekouyous can possibly avoid this duty, they 
do so because of their horror and terror of touching a dead body. 
H-wever the example of the Christians among them, who little 
by little have become familiar with our customs, has improved 
this state of affairs. But the fact remains that a dead body is 
ccns.dered unclean and the hand that touches it must be purified. 
Here is an instance of it: 

Monene, a great chief, had died. His two sons took upon 
themselves the dreaded duty of burying him. And during forty 
days, they might not do any work, not even tend the sheep. 
Their hands were unclean and might not touch anything. After 
the period of purification, a whole-burnt offering of sheep must 
be made and then the young men would be allowed to take up 
the.r regular duties. This is all well enough in the case of a 
wealthy chief with large flocks but what of the poor man? Who 
will bury him? 

The bury.ng of the dead makes it more difficult for the witch- 
decters to dissect the bodies for their evil purposes. They have 
been known however to desecrate the graves to obtain ingredi- 
enis for their medicines. 

The Chr‘stians among the Natives fear the sorcerers and are 
convinced that they are in league with the devil. They have 
absolute confidence in the virtue of the Sacramentals as a pro- 
tecticn aga‘nst their evil spells. An incident which happened at 
Metcumi corroborated their belief in this source of protection. 


( To be concluded in next issue ) 


NEWS FROM OUR LITTLE MISSIONARIES. 


St. John the Evangelist School, 
Detroit, Michigan. 
Rev. dear Sisters, 


We, boys, of the fourth grade are happy to be able to send 
five dollars, for the ransom of a heathen baby. May we ask you 
to name the baby Paul, Stephen? 


Our girls gave the Infant Jesus the great gift of a soul for a 
Christmas present. Now, we boys, want to give Jesus and the 
Queen of May such a present too. Will you please ask little 
Paul to pray for us when he gets big? 


Our whole class wishes you God's blessing in your work, 


Your little missionaries, 
THE FOURTH GRADE. 


CANCELLED STAMPS OF ALL KINDS 
Tear them from your envelope with a little margin of the paper. 
As soon as you have a few pounds, mail them to: 
White Sisters’ Convent, 319 Middlesex Avenue, Metuchen, N. J. 


There is missionary work that only this generation can do. 
Other generations will have their own work, but they will be too 
late to do ours. : 
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HAD the privilege at Die, to assist at the impres- 
sive ceremony of Guy’s exhumation, March 25th, 
1936. I arrived Wednesday evening, on board 
the train were the diocesan Director of the Eucharistic 
Crusade (Guy was an ardent crusader), the Director 
of the Ave Maria League (Guy fervently said his 
Aves to his heavenly Mamma), a priest miraculously 
cured by Guy, a German priest, one of his dear 
friends, Rev. P. Damion who photographed the pic- 
tures of the ceremony. 

Rain was pouring. A short distance from the 
station was the cemetery, where a crowd was al- 
ready assembled. They stopped and prayed at 
Guy's grave. We bowed before this stone which 
concealed our treasure. On the wall near the 
stone Cross, we saw thirty-nine ex-votoes. Guy is 
a powerful intercessor in his heavenly home. 

From there we assisted at Holy Mass and received 
the ‘‘little Jesus’ he loved so much. 

In the afternoon, the Bishop, the Clergy, Mr. and 
Mrs. de Fontgalland, and their son, Marc arrived. 
The crowd was silent. 

Pale and courageous, Mrs. de Fontgalland came 
forward. A mother who will soon see her dear little 
son, but not be able to embrace him; the treasure, 
she, like all mothers had loved before being loved 
by him. 

The Bishop announced to the audience that the 
opening of the child's casket was to take place at 
the Major Seminary of Valence. They could only 
assist at the departure of the dear child in his coffin. 

To remove the caskets from the grave seemed 
rather an easy task, but it took two hours to take 
it from the walled enclosure. Finally .... it ap- 
peared. It was very impressive to everyone. His 
mother always standing was very pale, with a sad 
expression on her face, but with the calmness of 
souls who having made a sacrifice renew it very 
generously. 

The coffin, covered with flowers, strewn by the 
children of Lyons, was placed in an automobile, ac- 
companied by the Promoter of Faith of Valence and 
the ecclesiastical notary. 

Where were the pilgrims at this moment? Many 
were near the grave gathering flowers, petals and 
fragments of earth which had touched the tomb. Oth- 
ers placed their rosaries and medals on the tomb. 
Dear Lord, how impressive are supernatural events! 

At five o'clock the auto left Valence. The Most 
Reverend Pic, Bishop of Valence, and the family im- 
mediately following Little Guy, then the priests and 
friends. At six o'clock we arrived at the Major 
Seminary. 

The Bishop awaited the body and gave the order 
to six deacons to carry the casket. The Countess de 
Fontgalland who had been silent exclaimed in 
thanksgiving, “Oh! Bishop, my son will be carried 
by priests,” and tears rolled down her cheeks. Guy's 
dream to “become a priest’ came to her mind. 

The assistants followed Guy thru the chapel to 
the crypt. A triple casket is always very heavy: “It 
is not too heavy” said His Excellency. “Carry him, 
one day he will carry you.” 

The caskets were placed on a table covered with 


Narrative From a Witness of Guy’s Exhumation 


white linen, surrounded by chairs and benches for 
the assistants. 

The Bishop, three Trappists, several priests, the 
family, intimate friends, three doctors and a few 
workmen were there. The latter took the oath as 
usual in these ceremonies. 

The minutes of the proceedings were drawn and 
the statements recorded. 

It was an awe-inspiring moment, we admire the 
wise dealings of our Holy Mother the Church in 
such circumstances. 

Then, they opened the caskets, the first was of 
oak, the second of zinc, finally the third covered 
with white satin enclosed the body. 

The Bishop asked to uncover the face, at this 
moment the chimes of Lourdes rung, then the en- 
tire body was uncovered, a glass placed over the 
casket, the assistants were permitted to approach 
and contemplate the child. His mother, father and 
brother were very courageous and gazed at those 
blue eyes, for they were as when our dear Mother 
came to get him. 

It is my turn, I approach. His long hair seems 
ve.y fine, the eyes have kept their blue color, which 
is rather extraordinary. The eyebrows and lashes 
are intact, his little hands (we cannot touch) seem 
soft and one can clearly see the marks of the veins; 
his body is not in the least decomposed, His blue 
sailor suit has turned brown, with the exception of 
the tie and collar. On his chest the little wax Jesus, 
he loved so much, is in the same condition as when 
placed by his mother. 

The doctors held council and decided not to 
touch the caskets but to close everything as it was 
before. 

The parchment verifying the exhumation was 
signed by the Most Reverend Pic, Bishop of Valence, 
a member of the Ecclesiastical tribunal of Valence, 
the family, the doctors, then, sealed in a leaden 
case and placed near the child before the casket 
was closed. 

Next the six deacons placed the precious treasure 
in a small crypt under the chapel of the Major 
Seminary, where the ecclesiastical notary placed 
three linen bands around the exterior coffin on each 
of which was affixed the Bishop's seal. 

The diocese of Valence has taken possession of 
the body of the Servant of God, which will be under 
their care until Our Holy Father's decision, which 
we hope will be given soon. 


G. de B. -— President of Eucharistic Crusade. 


OBITUARY | 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Rev. E. Hurel, W. F., Ruanda, Africa. 
Rev. L. Vedrines, W. F., Uganda, Africa. 
Rev. L. Denis, W. F., Pau, France. 


Brothers J. Besinger and Louis, White Brothers, Thibar, 
Africa and Luxembourg. 


Sister Marie Remberta, White Sister, Treves. 
Sister Marie Herena, White Sister, St. Charles, Africa. 
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